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SILHOUETTE

BERNADETTE kneels in silhouette before a solid white 
backdrop. 

PENITENT 1 enters. He leans in and whispers into her ear. He 
exits and PENITENTS 2 and 3 enter. They in their turn whisper 
into Bernadette’s ears also. 

PENITENTS 4, 5 and 6 do the same. They exit and Bernadette is 
alone in the frame again.

BERNADETTE (V.O.)
People tell me their sins. I keep 
them inside of me until they become 
too much to bear.

She struggles to her feet and extends her arms out to her 
sides, shakes a sawtooth tambourine in her right hand.

BERNADETTE (V.O.)
Then I destroy them. I use my body 
to burn the sins away.

Her body quakes and thick plumes of smoke rise up through her 
clothes. Her hair blows back and she emits a blood-curdling 
cry.

BERNADETTE
HALLELUJAH!!!!!!!

Then she collapses. 

DISSOLVE TO:

WEDDING WALL

A makeshift church of some folding tables and chairs is set 
up in a back alley. The wall behind all of this is spray 
painted with crude renderings of crosses, traditional stained-
glass windows and icons.

There are also odd relics lying amid the scattered trash on 
the ground: a human skull, a golden calf, a wooden broadsword 
and some Halloween masks. 

MAGUS (the priest) is standing next to LOUIS (the groom). 
Both men are dressed shabbily. 

Two others, FIRESTONE and BURNHOUSE serve as witnesses. One 
is slumped back in a folding chair. The other is lying on the 
ground.



BERNADETTE (V.O.)
I got this power on my wedding day, 
the day that I was to make the most 
important decision of my life.

Bernadette slowly walks down the crooked aisle and takes her 
place beside Louis at the altar.

Magus begins the ceremony.

MAGUS
Heavenly Father, we gather to 
celebrate your gift of love, and 
its presence among us. We rejoice 
that these two people have chosen 
to commit themselves to a life of 
loving faithfulness to one 
another... 

The faint sound of a tambourine beating rhythmically like a 
heart. Only Bernadette can hear it. She looks up to the sky 
and sees the image of a beating, FLAMING HEART. Then the 
image of a DOOR on a stairway landing.

The tambourine beat gets louder and Bernadette starts 
drifting away from the altar. But Louis takes her by the 
elbow and pulls her back.

MAGUS (CONT’D)
We praise you, Lord, for the ways 
you have touched our lives with 
loving relationships such as Louis 
and Bernadette’s, and we give 
thanks for the special love and 
friendship you have put in their 
hearts... 

The tambourine is so loud now that the ground seems to be 
shaking beneath Bernadette’s feet. As last she breaks free 
barrels back down the aisle. 

STAIRWAY DOOR

The same stairway from the vision in the sky. A jarring jump-
cut and Bernadette and Louis are struggling on the landing. 
Louis keeps trying to pull her away, but she passes through 
the door without opening it. 

Louis tries the knob, but it’s hopeless. He exhausts himself 
pulling on it and then beating the door proper with his 
fists. 
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He then slumps down, musters the last bit of energy to bellow 
with rage...

LOUIS
COME BACK!

A gentle wind picks back up, blowing his hair to the side. 
The door slowly opens and Bernadette steps out, bathed in 
light. 

BERNADETTE
I’m sorry Louis, but I can’t marry 
you. I’ve decided to become a 
saint.

She shakes the sawtooth tambourine in her hand and the light 
around her intensifies and fills the screen.

BERNADETTE (CONT’D)
(barely a whisper)

Hallelujah.

BACK TO:

WEDDING WALL

Magus has taken a seat on an old crate. Firestone and 
Burnhouse are just where we left them in a folding chair and 
on the floor.

Bernadette enters and kneels down with her back to the wall, 
hands up with palms out in prayer. Louis enters and crouches 
down beside her, his voice an angry rasp at her ear.

LOUIS
You’ve decided to become a saint? 
What the FUCK does that mean?!

Bernadette speaks now in a subdued, joyfully dreamy manner.

BERNADETTE
It means virtue. Kindness. 
Patience...

LOUIS
You can do all those things as my 
wife!

BERNADETTE
Sacrifice. Passivity. 

(turning to him)
Chastity.
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LOUIS
Chastity?! Chastity?!

(a pause)
What does ‘Chastity’ mean?

BERNADETTE
Marry someone else, Louis.

Long pause.

Magus has been watching and listening to all of this. Only 
now does he stand up and speak.

MAGUS
Am I done here?

LOUIS
(leaping up and pointing 
at him)

No you are not! You stay right 
there.

BERNADETTE
(turning)

Unburden yourself, Louis. Tell me 
all of your awful crimes and I’ll 
purify your soul. That’s my only 
purpose now.

LOUIS
Purify my soul?! If you don’t marry 
me right now, I’ll go out and do so 
many terrible things! I’ll do so 
much more bad than you could ever 
do good!

(a pause)
And it’ll be all your fault.

Bernadette turns and takes his hands. They’re standing just 
as they were before she ran off.

BERNADETTE
There’s nothing I can do to stop 
you, Louis. All I can do is be here 
to forgive you when you repent. 

He shoves her hands away and steps back. He gives Firestone a 
kick and rattles the chair beneath Burnhouse.

LOUIS
Hey fellas! Wanna raise some hell?

BURNHOUSE
Yeah, sure.
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LOUIS
(to Firestone)

And you?

FIRESTONE
(rubbing his sleepy eyes)

Okay.

LOUIS
(kicking him again)

I can’t hear you!

FIRESTONE
Yes!

LOUIS
(to Burnhouse)

Sound off like you’ve got a pair!

BURNHOUSE
Yes, Sir!

Louis starts stamping his feet. He runs over to Magus and 
puts him in a headlock.

LOUIS
How about you? You wanna come raise 
some hell with us?!

MAGUS
(muffled cry)

...no!

LOUIS
Sound off, man! I can’t hear you!

MAGUS
I SAID NO!!!

Louis spins him around and the other two take turns kicking 
Magus in the butt. He manages to wriggle free and runs off.

LOUIS
I declare war on Virtue and 
Kindness!

BURNHOUSE AND FIRESTONE
Yeah!

LOUIS
Patience! Sacrifice!

BURNHOUSE AND FIRESTONE
Yeah!
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LOUIS
Passivity and Chastitty!

BERNADETTE
Chastity.

LOUIS
Fuck you!

The three collect the plastic monster masks and grab some old 
bats and golf clubs. They use these to destroy the altar and 
everything else in their line of sight. 

Then they run off.

DISSOLVE TO:

SILHOUETTE

Louis, Burnhouse and Firestone in silouette swinging their 
clubs and committing other acts of destruction. We hear 
screams, breaking glass, cars peeling out and explosions. 

BERNADETTE (V.O.)
As so they went about their work.

Then images of Bernadette’s smoking body.

BERNADETTE (V.O.)
And I went about mine.

FADE OUT.

BERNADETTE’S CAMPSITE

Bernadette is lying on a ragged blanket amid some stones and 
dirt. There’s an old steel washbasin near-by and the remnants 
of a meal are lying about.

Sounds of a struggle from near-by. She raises her head and 
looks over to...

AN ADJACENT SITE

Louis, Burnhouse and Firestone are wrestling with a WOMAN who 
is partially concealed by a high backed couch. 

All we can see of her are her arms and legs fighting off her 
attackers. And we can hear her screams.

This is SARAH.
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A gunshot and Louis and Firestone flee. 

Sarah gets up and staggers away with the gun still in her 
hand. We hear a groan from the fallen Burnhouse.

Bernadette slowly walks over and sees him lying on his back 
with a bullet hole in his chest. She kneels down, removes his 
monster mask puts her ear to his mouth.

BERNADETTE
(compassionately)

Unburden yourself, brother. It 
isn’t too late to save your soul.

A gentle wind picks up as Burnhouse struggles though a litany 
of his terrible deeds. It is a long confession and the weight 
of it on Bernadette becomes evident as it goes on. 

Sarah meanwhile has fled only so far as Bernadette’s campsite 
where she cobbles together some of the food scraps and scoops 
water out of the basin to drink.

She turns at the sound of the tambourine and watches as 
Bernadette’s body starts to smoulder. The smoke envelops the 
whole area obscuring them both.

A few flashes of light and then the cry...

BERNADETTE (CONT’D)
HALLELUJAH!!!!!!!

Unnerved as she is by this uncanny sight, Sarah continues 
eating as the smoke dissipates and the whole area falls back 
into silence.

Burnhouse twitches a few times and then we hear the death 
rattle. After that, a truly amazing sight: a light rises up 
and out of his body, taking the form of ANGEL that slowly 
drifts up into the sky. 

SARAH
(shouting unintelligibly 
with her mouth full)

BEFERTTT!?

She charges back to the scene, fires three shots at the 
departing spirit: BANG! BANG! BANG!

SARAH (CONT’D)
(aghast)

You sent that man to Heaven?!
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BERNADETTE
I unburdened him. And so he died 
innocent.

She gets back up, reaches out and gently takes the gun from 
Sarah’s hand.

BERNADETTE (CONT’D)
Are you ready to unburden yourself, 
too?

SARAH
(swallowing hard)

Unburden myself of what?

BERNADETTE
The crime of murder.

SARAH
That man was going to kill me!

BERNADETTE
So you return evil for evil?

SARAH
It’s called self-defense. Ever hear 
of it?

BERNADETTE
I have. But the laws of man won’t 
save you on Judgement Day. 

SARAH
(snatching the gun back)

I didn’t do anything wrong! You’re 
the one who sent a monster into 
Paradise!

She turns to go, but Bernadette takes her arm, quickly 
changes tack.

BERNADETTE
Are you still hungry? I have more 
food over here.

She leads her back to...

BERNADETTE’S CAMPSITE

They both eat processed junk food directly out of the plastic 
wrapper and scoop water into their mouths from the basin.
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BERNADETTE
My name is Bernadette. What’s 
yours?

SARAH
Sarah. And you don’t judge me, 
understand?

BERNADETTE
I’m not here to judge you. I’m here 
to help you.

(leaning closer)
Give me your sin.

SARAH
No!

(shoving her away)
I did the right thing! You’re the 
one who did wrong. That man 
deserved to burn!

BERNADETTE
Don’t we all?

SARAH
Not me. I’ve never done anything 
that I didn’t have to do.

BERNADETTE
To survive?

SARAH
That’s right.

(taking another bite and 
speaking with her mouth 
full)

Ssurfife!

BERNADETTE
Your answer is evil for evil, then? 
More killing? 

SARAH
(angry, defiant)

What’s yours? Suicide?

BERNADETTE
All we can do is follow the example 
set for us. It’s a choice between 
right and wrong. The darkness and 
the light...

SARAH
That black and white, huh?
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BERNADETTE
Exactly that black and white.

SILOUETTE

The space behind them fills with light, casting the two women 
into silouette. 

BERNADETTE
Violence has been with us since the 
first man raised his hand against 
his brother almost 7,000 years ago.

A drum beat starts up and an army of TOY SOLDIERS starts 
marching across the screen.

BERNADETTE (CONT’D)
And that one act spawned another 
and another until the whole world 
was consumed in war.

BATTLE FIELD

The toy soldiers are transported to a blighted, rocky 
landscape. The drumbeat gives way to the sounds of explosions 
and machine gun fire.

BERNADETTE (V.O.)
Can you look into this maelstrom 
and tell me who’s right or wrong? 
Can you parse murder for murder all 
the way back 7,000 years and then 
decide who really ‘started it’? 
Which of these soldiers can claim 
self-defense and which can’t? Or is 
it just brother continuing to kill 
brother, a million times a million 
times over? 

SARAH (V.O.)
God kills too, you know.

BERNADETTE (V.O.)
It’s His right. And His alone. And 
He’s sent us someone to remind us 
of that fact.

A BENDY JESUS appears amid the battle. The gunfire ceases and 
all turn to Him.
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BERNADETTE (V.O.)
He delivered a message of love and 
good-will. He reminded us of what 
we were before that first act of 
violence, and how we could be that 
again.

SARAH (V.O.)
I know how this ends.

BERNADETTE (V.O.)
We’re going to watch together 
anyway.

The troops surround Jesus, march him up the side of a hill 
and crucify him. He dies and the Earth immediately starts to 
shake, knocking the soldiers to the ground.  

DISSOLVE TO:

CAVE

A cave with a large boulder at the entrance. It moves aside 
to reveal a resurrected Jesus.

BERNADETTE (V.O.)
Take shelter behind him. Be a 
bulwark against the violence in 
this world just as He is.

BERNADETTE’S CAMPSITE

The image of the Bendy Jesus hovers above both women. 
Bernadette moves directly under it, reaches out for Sarah’s 
hand. 

But the toy soldiers have been transported out of the 
fantasy, too. They surround the blanket. Sarah looks back and 
forth between them and Bernadette. 

BERNADETTE
(reaching out)

Black and white. Right and wrong.

Sarah slowly reaches out her hand. But then the remembrance 
of her attack flashes across her mind. The hand closes into a 
fist and she leaps up, starts stomping and kicking the 
soldiers.

The sounds of war resume as she lays waste to the invading 
army with an animal-like frenzy. 
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She grinds them with her heels, crushes their tanks and bites 
the propellers off of their choppers.

She then draws her gun, cries out into the surrounding 
darkness.

SARAH
I’m coming for you, you degenerate 
shitbags!

She runs off, leaving Bernadette to gravely survey the 
carnage that she has left in her wake.

BERNADETTE
God help you...

OUTER DARKNESS

Sarah creeps through the darkness with the gun extended. With 
no points of reference, it’s impossible to tell if she’s 
moving forward or just going in circles.

Then she hears the sounds of a struggle and a cruel, familiar 
laughter. It’s them.

She chases the sound until she comes to...

CRIME SCENE

Magus is sitting on the ground with his hand to his bleeding 
forehead. His shirt is torn and his pockets are turned out. 
Sarah enters, crouches beside him.

SARAH
It was them, wasn’t it? The men in 
the masks?

MAGUS
There were only two of them this 
time.

SARAH
(reloading her gun)

That’s right.

MAGUS
You... killed the other one?

SARAH
I guess you’re going to tell me 
that it’s never right to kill?
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MAGUS
We all have to live in the real 
world, my friend. 

SARAH
(helping him to his feet)

You surprise me, Father.

MAGUS
(looking around fearfully)

Will you walk me home, please?

SARAH
Of course.

He places his hand on her shoulder and they venture back 
into...

OUTER DARKNESS

SARAH
So it’s okay to kill people, then?

MAGUS
Men much wiser than you and I had 
thought hard about that question. 
And so they came up with some 
rules.
If you’re representing a common 
good and a just purpose... If the 
end result is peace... Then you are 
permitted to wage what the church 
calls a ‘Just War’

SARAH
Fucking A.

MAGUS
I believe that you’re a Just 
Warrior, girl. And that you’re 
doing God’s good work when you 
strike out at enemies of the 
church.

WEDDING WALL

The two enter and Sarah helps Magus down into a chair. They 
both survey what the masked men had done to the church.
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MAGUS
(pointing)

Give me that sheet of paper, 
please. And something to write 
with.

Sarah retrieves both and hands them to him. He writes a brief 
note and hands it to her.

MAGUS (CONT’D)
The Church doesn’t hand many of 
these out anymore. But I want you 
to have it.

SARAH
What is it?

MAGUS
A license to kill.

She presses the paper against her heart, kisses it and tucks 
it into her pocket.

SARAH
I’ll take this with me into the 
next world.

MAGUS
It’ll get you a seat at the table 
with the greatest warriors of 
Christendom!

A evil laughter in the distance.

SARAH
(drawing the pistol)

I have to go.

MAGUS
God be with you!

OUTER DARKNESS

Louis and Firestone walk along with a cart full of stolen 
booty. They have clothes, electronics and food. There is also 
a rifle. 

A shot rings out and both drop to the ground. A second shot 
hits the cart and all of their stuff goes flying. Firestone 
grabs the rifle and gets into a crouching position.

Louis upends the cart and takes shelter behind it.
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A long silence and then three more shots. The first two are 
wild, the third hits Firestone right in the chest.

He collapses onto his back and gasps. A thin trickle of blood 
escapes from under his mask. 

Then he goes limp and another supernatural phenomenon occurs. 
As beautiful as the act of Burnhouse leaving his body was, 
the reclamation of Firestone’s soul is equally terrifying.

A muffled scream comes from the depths of his immobile body. 
His image flutters amid a dull ‘banging’ sound. Then his body 
vanishes, leaving only his monster mask floating in a puddle 
of thick, black bile.

Louis screams in terror, scurries away from the body. He ends 
up crouching behind the very some couch where he’d attacked 
Sarah. He peers around the corner and sees her approach the 
spot where Firestone died.

She picks up the rifle and straps it across her back. She 
picks up the mask too, wipes it on her shirt and puts it on.

SARAH
(shouting in all 
directions)

I am death! And I’m coming for you!

She reloads the gun and vanishes back into the darkness.

Louis exhales loudly. He takes off his demon mask and casts 
it aside. He then looks out from behind to couch one more 
time to see if it’s safe and then scurries off.

FADE OUT.

WEDDING WALL

Magus has upended the altar and is slowly getting the place 
back in order. Louis comes barreling in and throws himself to 
the center of a large circle painted onto the floor.

LOUIS 
Sanctuary! Sanctuary!

MAGUS
The hunter has become the hunted, 
eh?

LOUIS
You can’t let anybody hurt me in 
here. I know you can’t.
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MAGUS
That’s true. So long as you stay 
here at the altar, I can’t allow 
any harm to come to you.

Magus then steps back into...

OUTER DARKNESS

He raises his hands to his mouth and shouts in all 
directions.

MAGUS
He’s here! Louis is here at the 
Sanctuary! Sarah! Come to the 
Sanctuary!

Sarah hears the call.

So does Bernadette.

WEDDING WALL

Magus steps back in, continues to go about straightening the 
place up.

LOUIS
Why did you do that!? She’s trying 
to kill me!

MAGUS
And she will. As soon as you step 
out of that circle. 

Louis leaps to his feet, takes Magus by the collar and throws 
him up against the wall.

LOUIS
What kind of priest are you?

SARAH (O.S.)
I’m coming!

LOUIS
(scurrying back into the 
circle)

Sanctuary! Sanctuary!

Sarah charges in, takes aim at Louis.
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MAGUS
(waving his arms)

No! Your license is no good inside 
that circle!

SARAH
Let’s just drag him outta’ there, 
then.

MAGUS
No. We have to wait him out. 
Patience, girl. We’ve already won.

A few moments pass and Bernadette enters.

LOUIS
(turning to her)

Bernadette! I’m sorry for 
everything I’ve done. Unburden me, 
please!

BERNADETTE
Oh, Louis. I knew you’d come 
around.

SARAH
(leaping into her path)

No way! Don’t you go near him.

BERNADETTE
It’s what I’m here for.

SARAH
That man deserves to burn!

MAGUS
This woman has the blessing of the 
church, Bernadette. Stand down.

LOUIS
(clamoring at her)

I’m truly sorry! Unburden me!

BERNADETTE
I have to heed the call when 
somebody wants to repent. I have no 
choice.

Magus and Sarah turn to see that Bernadette is suddenly 
inside the circle with Louis. How she got there is 
inexplicable. 
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She leans in to take the longest and most difficult 
confession that she has ever had to endure. When finished, 
she can barely shake the tambourine.

Louis’ crimes are then incinerated just like the others. He 
leaps up to his feet as Bernadette collapses beside him.

LOUIS
I feel great! Truly born again!

(to Sarah)
You want to kill me? Go ahead, my 
soul is ready! 

He steps out of the Sanctuary and puts his chest to the 
barrel of the gun.

LOUIS (CONT’D)
Send me to Paradise. Please!

SARAH
(lowering the gun)

This is a crime.

LOUIS
You should unburden yourself, too. 
It’s amazing.

SARAH
I’ve done nothing wrong.

LOUIS
(pinching her cheek)

Think about it, right?

He turns and helps Bernadette back up to her feet.

LOUIS (CONT’D)
And you, my love. We can finally 
get married now!

BERNADETTE
What?

LOUIS
I’ve been purified! You can marry 
me now!

(to Magus)
Finish the ceremony, man. This is 
the greatest day of my life!

BERNADETTE
(staggering away)

I can’t marry you.
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LOUIS
But things are different now, 
aren’t they?

BERNADETTE
(taking his hands)

I still have my work to do. Go on 
now and live a good life. Stay on 
the path. Don’t fall back into old 
habits or your soul will be 
corrupted again.

Long pause.

SARAH
He’ll backslide. And then I’ll be 
waiting to send him to hell.

Bernadette reaches out of the Sanctuary and takes the gun 
from Sarah’s hand, crushes it in her palm like play-doh. 

BERNADETTE
The violence has to end. That’s my 
work. My mission.

LOUIS
Your mission...

(to Magus)
How do you feel about her mission?

MAGUS
It’s dangerous. The church would 
never survive it.

LOUIS
(to Sarah)

And you?

SARAH
It’s unjust. It allows the guilty 
to go free.

LOUIS
(back to Bernadette)

And most of all, it’s broken my 
heart and FORCED me to release even 
more horror and violence into the 
world.

Louis takes her by the back of the neck and leads her out of 
the Sanctuary. Magus and Sarah take each of her arms and they 
lead her back...
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OUTER DARKNESS

Sarah and Magus lower Bernadette to her knees. She offers no 
resistance. Louis crouches down in front of her, takes out a 
knife.

ALL THREE (V.O.)
It represents a common good and a 
just purpose that you, Bernadette, 
should no longer be allowed to hear 
people’s confessions. The result of 
this action will be peace, justice 
and the survival of the church. 

Louis slides the knife into each of Bernadette’s ear canals, 
deafening her.

CUT TO BLACK.
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